17*                    PROPAGANDA AND PROJECTS
the Holy Places appear to have been used by Pietro di
Penna in the redaction of his Libellus de Locis Ultramarinis}-
Little is known about Pietro's life, not even the date at
which his Libellus was written. Some say he lived in
the thirteenth and others in the fifteenth century; but the
editor of the Libellus considers that Pietro must have lived
and composed all his works in the fourteenth century,2
He was a preaching friar probably in the Dominican
monastery of the small Calabrian town of Penna. Judging
by a list of his works,3 his chief interest was in the Holy
Land and in the confutation of the beliefs of the Muslims
and Jews, Besides Ludolph's work, he seems to have
been acquainted with and to have freely drawn upon
Jacques de Vitry's Historia Hierosolymitanaf the anonymous
Histoire des Rois de Jerusalem^ and the Efitome Belhrum.*
His studies are far from original, and it is highly doubtful
whether he had been to the Holy Land.
The Libellus consists of three distinct sections. He
explains in the Prologue7 the circumstances leading to the
composition of this work. Having decided to perform
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, he says, he was stricken
with sea-sickness on the way and detained at the * island1
of Myra.8 There, he probably abandoned his original
1 Ed. CL Kohler, in ROL, IX (1902), nos. 3-4, 313-83.
2 Editor's Introduction, 313-28.
3 ib.    Besides the Libellus^ he wrote:
(a) Liber contra Judaeos*
(K] Tractatus contra Alchoranum.
(c) Tractatus de notitia Verbi IncarnatL
(a1) Liber XXII Capitulis absolutus? mas docens quibiis comprektndi pottst
Terra Sancta et videri quare deperdita fuerit et qualiter rccupcrari potest*
For lists of MSS. of these works, see Kohler's Introduction to the Libellus.
4 Ed. Bongars, in Gesta Dei, I.
5 Ed. Ch. Kohler, in ROL, V (1897), 213-53,
6 Ed. Canisius, in Lectiones antiqnac (ist ed., 1601), VI, 251-93; also ed,
Basnage (1725), IV, 426-46.
7 Kohler, op. cit., 330-1.
8 Modern Dembre, the ancient town of Lycia, situated a short distance
inland between the rivers Myrus and Arcadus.    Its fame began in the Chris-
tian era when St. Paul landed there in AJX 61 and St Nicholas of Patara
became its bishop in the third century.    Myra was made capital of Lycia in
the reign of Theodosius II, and as such it was besieged in 808 by Caliph
Harun-al-Rashld.